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More Amazing Tag Recoveries    
   The 2014 tag recoveries are starting off with a bang. 

The first four recaptures of tagged dolphinfish in 2014 

have each provided significant insight into the 

movements of dolphin in the western North Atlantic. 

Three of the fish were long-distance travelers at liberty 

from 5 to more than 10 months. The fourth fish, while 

traveling a relatively short distance for a dolphin, 

exhibited what might be a seasonal variation in a 

movement pattern. 

   The fish involved in the first two recoveries were 

tagged by the Thomas Flyer off Miami, Florida, a charter 

boat operated by Capt. Jimbo Thomas and his brother 

Rick. The first fish, tagged August 2, 2013, and shown as 

the green line in the following figure, was recovered 159 

days later off the northeastern tip of Cuba, establishing 

the third connection between dolphin off Cuba’s north 

shore and those found off the U.S. Atlantic coast. For a 

detailed discussion about this recovery see the March 

2014 issue of this newsletter.  

   The second fish, tagged August 24, 2013, was 

recovered 205 days later  and just 40 miles north of 

where it was released (the red line in the following 

figure). Recovered by Capt. Jed Dooner off Pompano 

Beach, Florida, fishing aboard the charter boat 

Intoxication, the fish had grown an estimated 16 inches 

in fork length and put on nine pounds in weight. It is 

likely that during its nearly seven months of liberty, it 

had also made a 2,000-mile circumnavigation of 

Bahamas Bank, returning to the U.S. Atlantic coast for a 

second visit. This route would have required it to average 

traveling 9.8 miles per day or just 0.4 mile per hour. If 

we attribute a faster rate of travel of 17.6 miles per day, 

of which they have been shown to be capable, it could 

have traveled 3,600 miles through the Sargasso Sea by 

way of New York before returning to Florida. 

 

 
Many dolphin tagged off Florida’s Atlantic coast return 

in three to seven months, which is less time than would 

be expected for a migration around the Sargasso Sea, 

suggesting that a shorter route, probably around the 

Bahamas Bank, was used. 

  

  The third recovery involved a fish tagged by the crew 

of Don Gates’ boat Killin Time II and is the twelfth 

recapture of fish they tagged in 2013 off Cudjoe Key, 

Florida. Released on June 10, 2013, the fish was at 

liberty for 309 days before it was recaptured off Rum 

Cay, Bahamas, on April 25, 2014, by Brian MacKay.  

   The crew of the Killin Time II had released an 18-inch, 

2.25-pound schoolie but when recovered, Mr. MacKay 

reported the fish had grown into an impressive 53-inch, 

40-pound cow dolphin. Judging by the length of time the 

fish was at liberty, it is likely that the fish traveled up the 

U.S. East Coast possibly as far as New York before 

heading east and later south through the Sargasso Sea. 

(See the following figure.) This would have taken her  
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Brian MacKay (left) displays the tagged 53-inch cow 

dolphin that he caught off Rum Cay, Bahamas. He 

reported the fish weighed 40 pounds. This fish was 

probably three to four months old when it was tagged, 

which means that it grew to 40 pounds by the age of 13 

to 14 months.     

 

over a distance of about 3,900 miles, which would have 

required her to travel at the rate of 14.6 miles per day -- 

well within the speeds observed for their movements.  

 

 
Dolphin tagged off the U.S. East Coast and in the 

Bahamas have been recovered southeast of George’s 

Bank and off the Azores Islands, suggesting the use of a 

Sargasso Sea migration route by dolphin in the U.S. 

Atlantic territorial waters. 

 

   The fourth recovery offers the first evidence of a two-

way flow of dolphin through passages between 

Caribbean Islands. This important recovery has its start 

off San Juan, Puerto Rico, when the crew of Manuel 

Botello’s boat Missing Angel tagged a 35-inch cow 

dolphin on January 18, 2014. The fish was recaptured 73 

days later 14 miles northwest of Mona Island in the 

passage between Puerto Rico and the Dominican 

Republic. (See the figure below.) Capt. Alexis Lopez of 

San Antonio, Puerto Rico, recovered the fish on April 1, 

2014, 118 miles from where it was released, following a 

73-day liberty.  

   This movement shows the dolphin moving southward 

toward the Caribbean Sea during April. In 2013 a 

dolphin tagged off St. Johns, U.S. Virgin Islands, in 

February 2013 was recovered off the northeast corner of 

the Dominican Republic in June. This 2013 recovery 

indicates the fish was traveling northward out of the 

Caribbean into the Atlantic waters of the Old Bahamas 

Chanel. These two recaptures indicate that dolphin will 

move both ways through the Mona Passage, which raises 

the question of whether dolphin will travel against the 

current in certain locations. The direction of the current 

flow in the Mona Passage is known to switch directions 

from north to south. These two recoveries occurred in 

different months and years, so the question becomes 

whether the fish were riding the prevailing currents at 

that time on their travel through the passage.   

 

 
The passages between the islands bordering the 

Caribbean Sea may see the flow of dolphin both in and 

out of the Caribbean depending on the direction of the 

ocean current flow. 

 

Financial Support Needed 
   The Dolphinfish Research Program is a research effort 

by fishermen for fishermen. The program has been 

amazingly successful in revealing new information on 

dolphin in the Atlantic, Caribbean and Gulf of Mexico. 

Fishermen as well as fishery management personnel who 

have heard talks on the results of the study are impressed 

by the success of the program. It has revealed important 

facets of the dolphin life history never before known.        

   

 
 
 

The Dolphinfish Research Program  

needs your financial support. No federal funds 

support this important research. This program 

exists because of private donations. 



Dolphinfish Research Newsletter 
June 2014  
Page 3.    
 

   This program needs your help to continue. It does not 

receive any government funding, relying on private 

donations for its financial well-being. This year many of 

the long-term sponsors have reduced their contributions 

and it is vital that new donors step forward. Private 

fishermen, fishing organizations, and businesses have 

provided the funding to allow this research to continue. 

The DRP works in concert with the Hilton Head Reef 

Foundation, a registered 501 (c) (3) organization, which 

allows donations to be fully tax-deductible. 

   If you have enjoyed reading about the amazing 

findings by this research effort and are not satisfied with 

waiting on government to begin studying dolphin, please 

consider making a donation to keep this important and 

highly successful research program operating. The 

dolphinfish stock is too important to the U.S. recreational 

fishery to wait until the stock is over-fished to begin 

collecting needed information. Checks should be made 

out to Reef Foundation/Dolphin Study and sent to the 

DRP office at the address shown at the end of this 

newsletter. 

   The future of this research effort rests with your 

support. 
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2013-14 Financial Supporters 
GGuuyy  HHaarrvveeyy  OOcceeaann  FFoouunnddaattiioonn,,  DDaavviiee,,  FFLL  

GGrraaddyy--WWhhiittee  BBooaattss,,  IInncc..,,  GGrreeeennvviillllee,,  NNCC    

AAFFTTCCOO,,  SSaannttaa  AAnnaa,,  CCAA  

HHaaddddrreellll’’ss  PPooiinntt  TTaacckkllee  aanndd  SSuuppppllyy,,    

MMtt..  PPlleeaassaanntt  &&  CChhaarrlleessttoonn,,  SSCC  

SSttaarr  RRooddss//BBiigg  RRoocckk  SSppoorrttss,,  MMoorreehheeaadd  CCiittyy,,  NNCC  

HHiillttoonn  HHeeaadd  RReeeeff  FFoouunnddaattiioonn,,  HHiillttoonn  HHeeaadd,,  SSCC  

WWeesstt  PPaallmm  BBeeaacchh  FFiisshhiinngg  CClluubb,,  WWeesstt  PPaallmm  BBeeaacchh,,  FFLL  

CCoossttaa  DDeell  MMaarr,,  DDaayyttoonnaa  BBeeaacchh,,  FFLL  

BBaaiilleeyy  SSmmiitthh,,  GGeeoorrggee  TToowwnn,,  EExxuummaa,,  BBAA  

DDooss  AAmmiiggooss  FFiisshhiinngg  TTeeaamm,,  JJaacckkssoonnvviillllee,,  FFLL  

JJoohhnn  CC..  BBiillllss,,  FFtt..  LLaauuddeerrddaallee,,  FFLL  

AAaarroonn  BBuummggaarrnneerr,,  RRiicchhmmoonndd,,  VVAA  

TThhee  CChhaarrlleessttoonn  AAnngglleerr  TTaacckkllee,,  CChhaarrlleessttoonn,,  SSCC  

JJoohhnn  FF..  DDuurrkkeeee,,  MMeerrrriitttt  IIssllaanndd,,  FFLL  

NNiicchhoollaass  CCaappllaanniiss,,  GGrraanndd  IIssllaanndd,,  FFLL  

CCaapptt..  RRoomm  WWhhiittaakkeerr,,  HHaatttteerraass,,  NNCC  

TToonnyy  RRaayy,,  MMeellbboouurrnnee  BBeeaacchh,,  FFLL  

CChhaarrlleessttoonn  CCiittyy  MMaarriinnaa,,  CChhaarrlleessttoonn,,  SSCC  

LLaaww  OOffffiicceess  ooff  DDaavviidd  HHeeiill,,  PP..AA..,,  WWiinntteerr  PPaarrkk,,  FFLL  

BBrriiaann  JJ..  MMaalllleettttee  DDPPMM  LLLLCC,,  MMeellbboouurrnnee,,  FFLL  

BBiillll  MM..  BBaallll,,  OOrrllaannddoo,,  FFLL  

VViiccttoorriiaa  &&  RRuussss  JJoonneess,,  MMeerrrriitttt  IIssllaanndd,,  FFLL  

FFiisshhlliippss  WWaatteerrffrroonntt  BBaarr  &&  GGrriillll,,  PPoorrtt  CCaannaavveerraall,,  FFLL  

CCiinnddii  &&  LLeeoonn  VVeettsscchh,,  MMeerrrriitttt  IIssllaanndd,,  FFLL  

VVeerrnniieeccee  &&  DDoonn  NNeewwhhaauusseerr,,  OOccooeeee,,  FFLL  

JJoohhnn  &&  BBiilllliiee  CCaarrnneeyy,,  OOrrllaannddoo,,  FFLL  

CCaapptt..  BBiillll  PPaarrkkeerr,,  HHiillttoonn  HHeeaadd,,  SSCC  

EErriikk  &&  DDaarraa  GGeehhrriinnggeerr,,  CChhaarrlleessttoonn,,  SSCC  

DDrraaiinn  WWiizzaarrdd  PPlluummbbiinngg,,  CCooccooaa,,  FFLL    

DDeerrwwoooodd  &&  CChhaarrlloottttee  RRoobbeerrttss,,  MMeerrrriitttt  IIssllaanndd,,  FFLL  

TT''ss  MMee  FFiisshhiinngg  AAddvveennttuurreess,,  IInncc,,  OOsstteeeenn,,  FFLL  

JJaannee  &&  PPaattrriicckk  JJ..  MMaaggrraaddyy,,  PPoonnccee  IInnlleett,,  FFLL  

LLoorrii  &&  JJoohhnn  BBaarrbbeerr,,  LLoonnggwwoooodd,,  FFLL  

RRoonn  PPeennsskkaa,,  AAvvaalloonn,,  NNJJ    

BBeellllee  IIssllee  MMaarriinnaa  WWaahhoooo  TToouurrnnaammeenntt,,  GGeeoorrggeettoowwnn,,  SSCC  

CCaarrtteerr  LLaannddssccaappee,,  LLLLCC,,  WWiinntteerr  PPaarrkk,,  FFLL  

JJooeeyy  LLeennddeerrmmaann,,  RRiicchhmmoonndd,,  TTXX  

HHaarrrryy  HHaammppttoonn  FFoouunnddaattiioonn,,  CCoolluummbbiiaa,,  SSCC  

RRyyaann  VVaann  FFlleeeett//GGoooodd  KKaarrmmaa,,  TTaavveerrnniieerr  KKeeyy,,  FFLL  

DDaavviidd  HHeeiill,,  WWiinntteerr  PPaarrkk,,  FFLL  

CCeennttrraall  FFlloorriiddaa  OOffffsshhoorree  AAnngglleerrss,,  OOrrllaannddoo,,  FFLL  

JJeeffffrreeyy  LL..  DDeesstteeffaannoo,,  WW..  PPaallmm  BBeeaacchh,,  FFLL  

JJiillll  aanndd  CChhaarrlleess  AA..  NNooeell,,  MMeellbboouurrnnee,,  FFLL  

PPaarrkkeerr  WW..  BBooggllee,,  CCooccooaa,,  FFLL  

TTiimm  &&  MMiicchheellllee  HHeeiisseerr,,  PPllaannttaattiioonn,,  FFLL  

TToonnyy  GGoonnzzaalleezz,,  TTiirree  GGrroouupp  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall,,  MMiiaammii,,  FFLL  

FFlloorriiddaa  SSppoorrtt  FFiisshhiinngg  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn,,  CCooccooaa  BBeeaacchh,,  FFLL  

GGrreegg  aanndd  SSuussaann  GGrriiffffiitthh,,  HHoollllaanndd,,  MMII  

FFrreedd  KKiinnaarrdd,,  CChhaarrlleessttoonn,,  SSCC  

FFrraannkklliinn  OO..  HHeennddlleeyy,,  CChheerraaww,,  SSCC  

RReexx  &&  CCyynntthhiiaa  TThhoommppssoonn,,  CCoolluummbbiiaa,,  SSCC  

LLaarrrryy  PP..  DDeeaall,,  SSaannffoorrdd,,  FFLL  

HHaarrrryy  LL..  JJoohhnnssoonn,,  JJrr..,,  MMtt..  PPlleeaassaanntt,,  SSCC  

RRoobbeerrtt  SS..  KKeerrrr,,  DDaavveennppoorrtt,,  FFLL  

IInn  MMeemmoorryy  ooff  LLoottttiiee  CC..  SSuummmmeerraallll,,  LLeexxiinnggttoonn,,  SSCC  

GGeeoorrggeettoowwnn  LLaannddiinngg  MMaarriinnaa,,  GGeeoorrggeettoowwnn,,  SSCC  

TThhee  RRoocckk  BBooaatt  FFiisshhiinngg  TTeeaamm,,  IIssllaammoorraaddaa,,  FFLL  

DDaavviidd  WWaammeerr,,  TTaayylloorrss,,  SSCC  

TToomm  DDrriivveerr,,  SSuummmmeerrvviillllee,,  SSCC  

JJaammeess  RRoossee,,  SShheellbbyy,,  NNCC  

FFllaatt  CCrreeeekk  FFuunndd,,  TTiibbuurroonn,,  CCAA  

BBiillll  PPoommeennttii  &&  SSuuzzzzaannnnee  SSiiggeell,,  IIssllaammoorraaddaa,,  FFLL  

  

YYYooouuurrr   dddooonnnaaatttiiiooonnnsss   tttooo   ttthhheee   DDDooolllppphhhiiinnn   SSStttuuudddyyy   aaarrreee      

FFFuuullllllyyy   TTTaaaxxx---DDDeeeddduuuccctttiiibbbllleee      
Make checks out to: 

HH Reef Foundation/Dolphin Study  

Mail checks to the address below. 

 

Newest Sponsors for 2014 
Tim & Michelle Heiser, Plantation, FL 

Frank Gibson, Beaufort, SC 

Mitchell Collette, Julian, NC 

Florence Blue Water Fishing Club, Florence, SC 

Angie & Justin Kohl, Georgetown, SC 

Michael L. Smith, Florence, SC  

Bryant Stokes, Florence, SC 

South Carolina Meat Fish Slam, Georgetown, SC 

For More Information, Contact 
Don Hammond 

Dolphinfish Research Program 

Cooperative Science Services, LLC 
961 Anchor Rd., Charleston, SC 29412 

Telephone – FAX (843) 795-7524 
Email  CSSLLC@bellsouth.net 

Web site  www.dolphintagging.com 
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