BolphinfishjReseareh|Rroarampy

August 2010

DOLPHINFISH

RESEARCH PROGRAM,

BEYONDOURSHORES.ORG

By: Don Hammond

Tag Recoveries from North Carolina

Over the years, North Carolina has yielded the second-
highest number of tagged dolphin recoveries behind
Florida. This is a reflection of the state’s high level of
offshore fishing effort, which typically harvests the
second-largest portion of dolphinfish of any state in the
U.S.

The recovery of a fish tagged south of the Tar Heel
state has been as early as mid-May and as late as August.
Typically, the first tag recovery each year occurs in June,
with more than 80 percent of all North Carolina tag
recoveries taking place in June and July.

Eight tagged fish have been reported recovered off
North Carolina in 2010. Five of the fish started their
journey off Florida while the other three began their
travels off South Carolina. The first of these recoveries
came June 11 when Ronald Ramos caught a tagged fish
off Cape Hatteras during a fishing trip aboard a private
boat. The fish had been released off Charleston, South
Carolina, June 5, 2010, by the crew of the boat Game On
out of Bennett’s Point, South Carolina. During its six
days of liberty the fish had moved north 314 miles,
averaging an amazing 52.3 miles per day. At the time of
the recovery, this was the fastest travel rate noted for a
fish tagged off South Carolina.

On June 12 two tagged dolphin were recovered off the
Tar Heel State. The first one was recaptured by Scott
Armstrong while fishing off Carolina Beach Inlet, North
Carolina, aboard the private boat Slayer. The fish had
been tagged April 24, 2010, off Ft. Pierce, Florida, by
Don Hammond during a special trip aboard Terry
Winn’s boat 7"’s Me to deploy two satellite tags. David
Conway, managing editor for Florida Sportsman

magazine, happened to be riding along that day to do a
story on the Dolphinfish Research Program and
photographed the fish at its release. The article appeared
in the July 2010 issue of Florida Sportsman. This fish
was recaptured 456 miles north of its release site
following 49 days of freedom.

The second June 12 recovery came from Jim Lyons
who runs a fish-cleaning service in Hatteras, North
Carolina. He recovered the tag from a batch of dolphin
caught by the charter boat Capt. B during a fishing trip to
the rock pile southeast of Hatteras Inlet. This fish had
been tagged on April 26, 2010, off Islamorada, Florida
by Capt. Zehntner Gay aboard his charter boat Hooked
Up. It had moved 777 miles northward in its 47 days of
liberty, traveling at the rate of 16.5 miles per day.

The next two tag recaptures came from the Cape
Lookout area of North Carolina. On June 18 the crew of
Capt. Thomas Smith’s boat Flat Line recovered a tagged
dolphin while fishing north of Cape Lookout. The fish
had been tagged off Jupiter Inlet, Florida, 19 days prior
by John Buckman during a fishing trip aboard the boat
Great White. This fish averaged moving 29.5 miles per
day during its 561 miles of travel.

The second Cape Lookout tag recovery took place on
June 20 just south of Cape Lookout. The fish was
recovered by the charter boat Sunrise out of Atlantic
Beach, North Carolina, captained by Bobby Freeman.
The fish had been originally tagged on March 20, 2010
off Key Largo, Florida by Bill DeVierno on a fishing trip
aboard Rick Bacco’s boat Dottom I1. During its 92 days
of freedom, the fish had traveled 672 miles to the north,
averaging 7.3 miles per day.

Oregon Inlet charter boats produced the next two tag
recaptures from the eastern side of the Gulf Stream.
Justin Boyd reported the catch of a tagged dolphin
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