
 

 

Made possible by a grant from the Guy Harvey Ocean Foundation 

 June 2020 

 Recently, a 58.9 lb bull was landed by the Slay family off 

Cudjoe Key, Florida, which set off a series of comments and 

discussion among anglers about how, 20 years ago, 40 or more 

50 lb fish were frequently weighed during individual Florida 

Keys fishing tournaments.  Over the past several years, only a 

few large dolphin have been shared on social media from the 

Keys, while other locations, such as Cape Canaveral north to 

Maryland, the Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, and 

Guadeloupe have consistently had social media and mainstream 

media reports of 60+ lb fish caught (which we have 

documented, too).  We know that fishermen in the Florida Keys 

consistently document and post photographs of their catches on 

social media, which is useful for our research.  But, given that 

we did not have social media to document trophy catches even 

5 years ago, how do we go about getting photographic evidence 

of dolphin catches in the 80s, 90s, and turn of the millennium in 

the Keys?  If anyone has any ideas please give us a shout 

because in the world of fisheries photographs can be useful in 

showing trends in landings and age class catch composition by 

season.    

https://dolphintagging.com/
https://beyondourshores.org/regional-dolphinfish-reports/
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Over the past month, 451 reported tag deployments were logged from 16 participating 

vessels.  Of those releases, 28% were larger than 20" (legal limit off eastern FL, GA, and 

SC), which shows the dedication of many anglers to dolphinfish conservation through our 

tagging program.  In June 2019, a total of 38 vessels tagged and released 608 fish with 

19% larger than the South Atlantic Bight minimum size.  While tag deployments are not as 

high as last June, the recent uptick in tagging activity still led to several recorded 

movements, and to date the program has received 8 recoveries.  Seven were generated by 

Captain Don Gates and the 

Killin' Time II fishing team 

and one by Captain's 

Jimbo and Rick Thomas 

aboard the Thomas 

Flyer.  Along the eastern 

Florida shelf this month, the 

average movement rate for 

dolphin was 24.69 miles per 

day (mpd), which is very 

similar to last year's 21.69 

mpd.  Together, these 

movement rates are between 55% to 60% slower than 2018's average (55.46 mpd) and 

are also among the slowest eastern Florida movement rates observed in this 19 year 

study.  Why are there slower movement rates?  There is no question that dolphin are 

influenced by oceanography but correctly modeling how closely dolphin do or do not 

orient with major ocean currents is a difficult task.  The Straits of Florida, however, 

afford a unique geographic region where one of the world’s most powerful western 

boundary currents, the Gulf Stream, flows northward along the eastern Florida shelf 

and ultimately toward the north Atlantic.  The Straits of Florida is also the region 

where 68.9% (n = 16,030) of all dolphinfish tag deployments have occurred for the 

Dolphinfish Research Program (DRP) through the end of 2017.  Of those deployments, 

236 fish were recovered off eastern Florida, with days at liberty < 60 days within the 

Straits of Florida.  While there are a number of different analyses that can be done 

using these data, recently, we reached out to the Marine Program Leader and Lead 

Meteorologist Chris Rothwell at the Key West branch of the National Weather 

June Recaptures off Florida 

Figure 1 - June 2020 Florida Keys to South Florida 

dolphinfish mark and recapture locations and minimum 

straight-line arrows between sites.  Numbers indicate 

days at liberty.  The 200-meter bathymetric contour is 

indicated with a yellow arrow. The yellow number with 

asterisks indicates a tag recovered in the stomach 

contents of a large bull.   

Image - Captain Don Gates releases one of 319 

dolphinfish he and his team tagged and released off 

the Lower Florida Keys in June 2020. Pic: W. 

Merten   

https://dolphintagging.com/general-movement-patterns/
https://dolphintagging.com/general-movement-patterns/
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Service who, working with Ph.D. candidate Caitlin Dirkes at Florida State University, has 

produced preliminary results on the climatology of the offshore position of the Florida 

Current/Gulf Stream (in nautical miles) from eight key reef points in the Straits of Florida (From 

west to east: Dry Tortugas Light, Cosgrove Shoal Light, Sand Key Light, Looe Key Light, 

Sombrero Key Light versus Alligator Reef Light, Molasses Reef Light, and Carysfort Reef 

Light).  In other words, they are responsible for producing the following text and graphical report 

on the approximate shoreward edge of the Gulf Stream.  One of their preliminary findings is that 

the north wall of the Gulf Stream is generally closer to the shore/reef in winters and summers, 

with greater variability for western sites within the Straits of Florida.  Based on these 

observations and preliminary results, our program intends to compare dolphinfish release sites 

and movements within the Keys relative to the seasonal and interannual variability in Gulf 

Stream position along this reef tract.  The question is, do dolphin move faster if tagged and 

released well within the main flow of the Gulf Stream?  Over the years we have documented an 

overall northern movement trend for dolphinfish along the U.S. East Coast.  Many recaptures 

over the past few years, however, have led us to focus on the variability in movement speeds for 

dolphin along the Lower 

Florida Keys.  Last year, 

a number of lingering 

movements were 

observed and recently 

John Anderson of 

Lexington, South 

Carolina, added another 

to the list.  He recaptured 

a Killin’ Time II tagged 

dolphin 6 days after and west of its release site.  Yet another recent slow 

movement is the fish recaptured by Camron Jaques, 5 days after it was 

released by Killin’ Time II, while fishing out of Hawks Cay off Duck Key.  

Connecting the release and recapture sites puts this straightline movement 

rate at just over 10 miles per day.  Yet, two days after Camron reported this 

fish, Alejandro Batista, while fishing off Islamorada recaptured a different 

Killin’ Time II tagged fish less than a day after it was a released off Cudjoe 

Key.  How strongly does this variability relate to the position of the northern 

edge of the Gulf Stream current in the Straits of Florida with relation to 

Reference - Caitlin Dirkes and Chris Rothwell - Click 

Here - Accessed June 2020 

 

Figure 2 - June 2020 Florida Keys dolphinfish mark and 

recapture locations and minimum straight-line arrows 

between sites.  Numbers indicate days at liberty.  The 

200-meter bathymetric contour is indicated with a 

yellow arrow.  

https://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/data/Forecasts/FZUS52.KKEY.html
https://www.weather.gov/images/key/gulfstream.png
https://dolphintagging.com/general-movement-patterns/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi919TInafqAhUhmHIEHfizDlIQFjAAegQIAxAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.weather.gov%2Fmedia%2Fkey%2FNews%2FSWR%2FSWR_Jul2019.pdf&usg=AOvVaw27NT7BiK0VsIjil-2ulpaU
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi919TInafqAhUhmHIEHfizDlIQFjAAegQIAxAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.weather.gov%2Fmedia%2Fkey%2FNews%2FSWR%2FSWR_Jul2019.pdf&usg=AOvVaw27NT7BiK0VsIjil-2ulpaU
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi919TInafqAhUhmHIEHfizDlIQFjAAegQIAxAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.weather.gov%2Fmedia%2Fkey%2FNews%2FSWR%2FSWR_Jul2019.pdf&usg=AOvVaw27NT7BiK0VsIjil-2ulpaU
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where these fish were caught, tagged, and released?  Stay tuned for future updates as we delve further into this analysis.  A special thanks to all the 

anglers who reported recoveries of tagged dolphin in Florida this June. 

 

 

This summer, we hope all of the supporters of and participants in the 

Dolphinfish Research Program (DRP) are getting out on the water.  If you 

do, be sure to register in the CCA Florida STAR fishing competition for 

your chance to win big!  In June, CCA Florida STAR is collaborating with 

the DRP for participants to tag 20 dolphin with STAR tags off the Florida 

Keys and then anglers will be rewarded for returning the tag information.  In 

this effort, there are two ways for anglers to win: 

• Any angler who catches a STAR tagged dolphin and submits their catch 

information will win a STAR long-sleeved shirt.   

• $10,000 cash will be awarded to the first CCA member who is registered 

for STAR who catches and reports one of the eligible 25 tagged dolphin 

released off Florida by the DRP in June 2020.   

Outside of the dolphin categories, there are numerous ways for Florida 

anglers to win by registering this summer in the STAR competition.    

STAR is a great way to make your fishing more rewarding while supporting 

the conservation of our fisheries.  The DRP is proud to partner with CCA 

FL STAR on such a unique endeavor that combines conservation, data 

collection and education.  In addition to participating in the STAR 

competition, sign up to participate in the DRP to tag and release small dolphin at any time during the year in order to help conserve one of western 

central Atlantic’s most important offshore fish species.  Request a tagging kit at dolphintagging.com/tags.  

Catch, Photo, Release, WIN format 

• Almost $500,000 in prizes & Scholarships 

• 17 total Divisions 

Sign up today!   Visit CCA FL STAR to register. 

CCA Florida STAR Tags Deployed 

 

Image – Captain Don Gates and long-time friend Allen Lewis apply 

a DRP and STAR tag to a dolphin off the Lower Keys.  Pic: W. 

Merten   

https://t.e2ma.net/webview/uaqfdc/8a8b639b79c1135ee441cdacc1246bf3
https://ccaflstar.com/
https://ccaflstar.com/
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Check out our latest video on our YouTube channel (click image above) that showcases our recent effort in the Keys to deploy CCA FL STAR tags.  

Please follow our YouTube channel to receive updates on when new videos are posted about the Dolphinfish Research Program as well as our 

FAD and seafood traceability research at the Beyond Our Shores Foundation.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgA9DRuyu5_baaMSCsL7PBw/featured?view_as=subscriber
https://youtu.be/P8nx3q0CXLc
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Shop to Support Our Tagging 

Program 

  

 

 

 

A great way to support the Dolphinfish Research 

Program (DRP) is to purchase a program t-shirt, 

hat, performance fishing shirt, or tagging 

kit.  Proceeds from your purchase help ship free 

tagging kits to anglers all over the world.  Funds 

also help purchase new tags as well as tag kit 

supplies.  Help support our research of one of the 

ocean's most iconic offshore game fish 

species.  Click here or the button below to support 

us. 

Donate to Support the DRP 
Just over three years 

ago we formed the 

Beyond Our Shores 

Foundation, a 

501(c)(3), to support 

and expand the 

DRP.  Through your 

gracious support our 

tagging program has 

been steadily 

growing.  Help us continue to expand our tagging 

program and fisheries research by donating 

today.  Your donation will advance the expansion of 

the DRP, a leader in the conservation and research 

of dolphin, by helping to purchase more tags to 

distribute to anglers, support our education 

programs, and improve fisheries data collection 

among recreational, for-hire, and small-scale 

commercial fishermen.  Click here to donate. 

 

 

 

Request Your Tagging Kit 

 
 

Participation in the DRP helps collect information 

on many research objectives.  Greater tagging 

activity helps boost data collection.  To date, we 

have shipped 148 kits to anglers around the world.  

Request your kit today to help us maximize data 

collection in 2020.  Click here to request a kit.  This 

year we are excited to include two circle hook jigs, 

provided by Bird of Prey Fishing Tackle, in every 

kit to promote the use of circle hooks while trolling, 

sight-casting, or bailing dolphin.  To purchase a kit 

to support the DRP, click here.  

To make tax-deductible donation click image 

below: 

 

To Donate by Check click here, Make Checks 

out to:   

Beyond Our Shores, Inc.,/Dolphinfish Research 

Program 

 

Mail to:   

Wessley Merten 

Dolphinfish Research Program 

Beyond Our Shores, Inc. 

PO BOX 3506 

Newport, RI, 02840 

Email:  wess@beyondourshores.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/dolphinfishresearchprogram?ref=bookmarks
https://dolphintagging.com/shop/
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Beyond-Our-Shores-IRS-Determination-Letter.pdf
https://beyondourshores.org/donate-2/
https://dolphintagging.com/research-objectives/
https://t.e2ma.net/webview/uaqfdc/8a8b639b79c1135ee441cdacc1246bf3
https://birdofpreyfishingtackle.com/
https://dolphintagging.com/product/tagging-kit/
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Beyond-Our-Shores-Donation-Form.pdf
mailto:wess@beyondourshores.org
https://beyondourshores.org/donate-2/
https://beyondourshores.org/donate-2/
https://dolphintagging.com/shop/
https://beyondourshores.org/2020-donors/
https://dolphintagging.com/shop/
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