By: Don Hammond

Miami, Florida to Antigua, West Indies

In February 2005, a Spanish longliner linked dolphin in the
eastern Atlantic, south of the Azores Islands, with our east
coast dolphin stock by the recovery of a fish from South
Carolina. Then, in April 2005, sports fishermen recovered
another east coast dolphin in the western Caribbean Sea near
the border of Mexico and Belize. Now another Caribbean link
has been revealed.

On February 4, 2006, Captain Brian Nunes of St. Johns,
Antigua, captured a tagged dolphin while fishing 10 miles
south of the island. The fish registered 24.75 pounds when
weighed and was estimated to be 41 inches in fork length.

Captain Bob Stull of Hollywood, FL, originally tagged the
fish on June 19, 2005 off Hollywood Beach, FL during a
fishing trip aboard his boat Hammerhead. He estimated the
fish to be 22 inches when released. This was one of 33
dolphin he tagged for the study in the last two years. It
represents the first of his tags to be recovered.

Since the fish was a bull dolphin, it probably weighed
roughly 4 pounds at release. Subsequently, the fish grew
more than 20 pounds during its 7 3/4 months of freedom.

This fish was at liberty for 230 days during which it
traveled a minimum of 1,494 miles. Traveling an average 6.5
miles per day, the fish’s speed of travel was slower than the
Azores recovery (10.3 miles /day) but faster than the Mexico
recapture (3.7 miles/day). This distance does not give any
consideration to lateral or vertical movement in the water
column due to feeding or regulation of body temperature.
Neither does it consider the fish may have traveled north up
the US east coast before turning south as other recoveries
have done. Considering these variables, it is conceivable that
the fish traveled twice the distance shown.
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Traveling from Miami, Florida to Antigua, West Indies in
230 days, this tagged dolphin provided the first solid link
between fish found off the US east coast and dolphin found in
the eastern Caribbean Sea.
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Tagged fish recoveries have shown links between dolphin
in widely separated geographic regions of the northern
Atlantic Ocean. Four tag recoveries in this study along with
three tag recoveries from the National Marine Fisheries
Service’s Gamefish Tagging Investigations have shown that
some individuals will move vast distances.

Dolphin tagged off the US east coast in May and June have
now been found in February, south of the Azores Islands and
oft Antigua. In April, these fish have been found off the
border of Belize/Mexico. A fish marked in April off the
southeastern Bahamas was recovered in May off Georgia.
Another dolphin marked off the eastern Bahamas in May was
recovered 14 months later off the southwestern tip of the
Dominican Republic. Other recoveries have shown dolphin
marked in Mexican waters off Cozumel in May and June to
move to the northeastern Gulf of Mexico and to the
southeastern Florida coast.

International recoveries have made up 2.5% of the reported
tag recoveries in this study. While these recoveries capture
our attention and serve to spark our imagination, they
represent just a small fraction of the observed movements.
Subsequently, few conclusions can be drawn. One fact these
recoveries do show is the intermixing of fish from widely
separated geographic areas in the Atlantic. If the wandering
fish reproduced with members of the local stock, this would
blend their genetic heritage and lead toward homogeneity
between dolphin in the two areas.

Additional international tag recoveries are needed over
multiple years to distinguish regular movement patterns from
just anomalistic behavior of a few fish.

Do you want to see this study continue?
You can help. See page 2.







