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Throughout the history of the Dolphinfish Research Program (DRP), anglers have pushed the conservation of the species by tagging and releasing 

nearly 28,000 dolphin as of October 2019.  This effort has also led to more than 700 reported recoveries and 37 satellite tag deployments.  Click here 

to check out general movement patterns established through this data.  Dolphin tagged and released ranged from 6ǌ to 55ǌ and a recent analysis 

shows that anglers voluntarily tag and release large fish.  Since 2002, 40% of all fish tagged and released have been larger than 20ǌ, which is larger 

than the 20ǌ minimum size established for the South Atlantic Bight.  Furthermore, through angler participation in the DRP, tag deployments show 

that 22-24ǌ fish represent a commonly tagged size, suggesting that perhaps the minimum size could be raised and/or established where the regulation 

does not exist.  Fishing teams from all major 

tagging zones have contributed to tagging large 

dolphin to push the conservation of the species as 

well as increase the health of pelagic food 

webs.  Increasing or establishing a minimum size 

for dolphin will protect fish of spawning size before 

they are caught and also ensure fish reproduce many 

more times as they pack on a few more pounds to 

become filet-worthy fish.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2019, 51 dolphin movements have been archived 

for the Dolphinfish Research Program (DRP).  This 

is the third highest amount of movements ever 

recorded in one year for the program.  The top two 

years in terms of movements recorded were in 2007 

and 2009, when 68 and 56, movements were logged, 

respectively.  Our most recent dolphin recovery was 

reported at the end of September by Lee Rose of 

Frankford, DE.  He recaptured a dolphin near Poor 

Manôs Canyon aboard the charter vessel Stalker 14 

days after the fish was tagged and released by Captains Chris and David Jobes of the Pair of Docs fishing team.  Youth angler Will Jobes caught and 

Tagging Large Dolphin for Conservation 
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tagged the fish.  This is the only in-region MAB movement logged this year and represents the longest southwesterly movement ever logged for the 

program in the MAB (see figure below).  The greatest observed time at large for a dolphin recovery in the MAB region is 56 days and no movements 

have ever been generated outside of the waters near Maryland or New Jersey.  With the DRP now based in Newport, Rhode Island, we aspire to change 

this next summer with the deployment of a few satellite tags.  Click here to read more about how anglers push conservation of this species through the 

DRP. 
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Support the DRP. Buy a Tee or Hat!  

Help support our research by purchasing a program tee 

or hat.  The logo featured on the shirts was created by 

Guy Harvey, the renowned marine artist and fisheries 

scientist.  DRP tees come in light blue, white, grey, and 

black.  Hats come in black, blue, or pink.  Click here to 

order some gear where 100% of proceeds go to the DRP.   

 

Support Our Fisheries Research Programs 

 

Tax deductible donations to the DRP 

can be made by donating to the 

Beyond Our Shores Foundation, the 

official 501(c)(3) of the DRP.   

Here are ways to help fund this 

important research:  

¶ AmazonSmile  You shop. Amazon gives.  

 

Support the DRP by visiting smile.amazon.com 

and select Beyond Our Shores, Inc, as your 

charity of choice.   

 

Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your 

eligible AmazonSmile purchases to our 

organization. 

¶ Purchase an original DRP Tee or DRP Hat at 

our shop. 100% of the proceeds go to funding 

the Dolphinfish Research Program visit 

dolphintagging.com/shop   

¶ As of today, we have shipped 349 tagging kits to 

anglers around the world this year!  With the end 

of 2019 quickly approaching we need to re-

establish a budget to help expand the world's 

largest tagging program for dolphin in 2020.  To 

help in this effort, purchase a tagging kit from 

now until the end of the year.  To purchase a 

tagging kit click the following link 

dolphintagging.com/kit. 

¶ Donate by check. Click here for instructions. 

¶ Donate via Paypal. Click here for instructions. 

The Beyond Our Shores Foundation just finished its 

first complete year of taxes since receiving our tax-

exempt status! Click here to see our 2018 financial 

records.  For every dollar donated to BOSF, 75% goes 

toward advancing our education and research programs.  

The remaining 25% goes to cover operations.  No 

donation is too small.  Donate today to help advance our 

research and education programs that focus on dolphin 

and dolphin fisheries topics. 

To Donate by Check click here, Make Checks out to:   

Beyond Our Shores, Inc.,/Dolphinfish Research Program 

 

Mail to:   

Wessley Merten 

Dolphinfish Research Program 

Beyond Our Shores, Inc. 

PO BOX 3506 

Newport, RI, 02840 

Email:  wess@beyondourshores.org 

https://www.facebook.com/dolphinfishresearchprogram?ref=bookmarks
https://dolphintagging.com/shop/
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http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
https://dolphintagging.com/shop/
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mailto:wess@beyondourshores.org
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