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Earlier this month, the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council 

voted 8-6-3 (yes, no, abstain) to change their preferred vessel limit 

reduction of 48 dolphin per vessel to 54 fish per vessel along the U.S. 

East Coast.  Our program saw this as a step in the wrong direction 

given the level of uncertainty surrounding the status of dolphin in the 

Western Central Atlantic Ocean but better than leaving the limit at 

60.  The vessel limit is 30 dolphin per boat in Puerto Rico state 

waters.  Our program is working diligently on a host of topics related 

to this issue and we remain committed to our mission to improve data 

collection on this species to assist in future fishery management 

decisions as well as ensure the long-term conservation of the WCA 

stock.  In other news, the largest dolphin caught in the recent Big 

Rock tournament was 48.3 lbs which was only slightly smaller than 

last year’s 55.2 (and 2019’s 53.7) largest dolphin.  Recently, there 

was also a 60 pound fish caught somewhere in the SoFlo area (details 

TBD).  However, these fish are a lot smaller than the 70 lb fish 

observed several times in the spring and summer of 2019 from FL to 

NJ.  We also observed large 70+ lb fish in the eastern Caribbean Sea 

this past winter. Will we see those big fish this year along the U.S. 

East Coast?  We shall see.       

https://dolphintagging.com/
https://beyondourshores.org/regional-dolphinfish-reports/
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When you set out from Cudjoe Key, FL, aboard Killin’ Time II with Don Gates, you are destined to tag and release a small dolphin.  Two weeks ago 

today, angler Chris Whitley did just that and witnessed Gates tag and release his 4000th dolphin!  He joined more than 70 other anglers who have 

helped him to surpass this incredible milestone since Gates started tagging for the DRP in 2002.  Since then, Gates, along with three of his closest 

fishing aficionados, Allen Lewis, Darryl Williams, and Rich Benton, have been responsible for the majority of tag deployments and 180 tag 

recoveries have been generated from their effort.  While documenting the movements and life history patterns of dolphin are their main goals, the  
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Killin’ Time II fishing team prides itself on exposing new anglers to the proper methods to tag and release small dolphin, the fun involved in tagging, 

and the reasons to get involved in tagging.  Hence, in 2018, we documented Killin’ Time II surpass 3000 tagged dolphin (click here for that video) 

and produced a short how-to-tag dolphin video (click here to watch) with outings sponsored by the team.  In addition, over the past several years, the 

team has assisted in educational DRP seminars with the Scouts of America at Florida Sea Base and sponsored outings to deploy CCA FL STAR tags, 

thus providing further evidence of their dedication to the craft of tagging and conservation and research of dolphin.  As a result, Killin’ Time II’s 

dolphin data is a comprehensive offshore private recreational angler dataset that we examine it in detail below. 

Killin’ Time II’s Dolphin Data 

Killin’ Time II’s dolphin data collection revealed both local and regional short and long-distance movements throughout the WCA.  We arranged 

their data collection into ten separate sections based on specific attributes that relate to the recoveries and data this vessel generates.  Read more 

below.   

 

 

https://youtu.be/YAEW1SRy6aY
https://youtu.be/k1msbaK0HLk
https://youtu.be/k1msbaK0HLk
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https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Rudershausen-et-al.-2019-Discard-Mortality.pdf
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Help our tagging program continue to grow and 

advance data collection on dolphin.  There are two 

ways to support our effort.  You can make a tax-

deductible donation to the Beyond Our Shores 

Foundation (click here to donate) or purchase a kit, 

shirt/hat in our online shop (click here to shop).   

 

To Donate by Check click here, Make Checks out to:   

Beyond Our Shores, Inc.,/Dolphinfish Research Program 

 

Mail to:   

Wessley Merten, Ph.D. 

Dolphinfish Research Program 

Beyond Our Shores, Inc. 

PO BOX 3506 

Newport, RI, 02840 

Email:  wess@beyondourshores.org 

 

New financial supporters since the last newsletter.  

Thank you!!

https://www.facebook.com/dolphinfishresearchprogram?ref=bookmarks
https://beyondourshores.org/donate-2/
https://dolphintagging.com/shop/
https://beyondourshores.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Beyond-Our-Shores-Donation-Form.pdf
mailto:wess@beyondourshores.org
https://beyondourshores.org/2021-donors/
https://dolphintagging.com/shop/
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2021 Financial Supporters 

https://beyondourshores.org/2021-donors/

